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Abstract

The study aimed to uncover the presuppositions in the speeches of
the Saudi Minister of Health during the COVID-19 pandemic. It
also seeks to determine the extent to which these presuppositions
were employed in the processes of influence and persuasion on the
audience. The research followed a descriptive-analytical
methodology, utilizing presupposition theory for data analysis. The
study sample consisted of all the minister's speeches published
through media, whether written, audio, or visual, including both
pandemic-related speeches and others. A purposive sampling
method was used, selecting four speeches for analysis. The study
reached several findings, the most significant being that the
minister employed all types of presuppositions in his speeches,
except for structural presupposition. Additionally, the minister
utilized various rhetorical strategies, including solidarity, directive,
and persuasive strategies, aiming to influence the audience and
persuade them of the intended message. Furthermore, the minister’s
speeches contained numerous expressions of empathy, affection,
and advice directed at the audience. The speeches also featured a
directive and instructive tone, aligning with the official health and
awareness guidelines necessary for effectively addressing the
pandemic.
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